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The Lord is good to us 
in the midst of  this 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
We were given masks 
and some, sanitizers 
as well. Now, we are 
allowed up to eight 
persons in a group. 
Singapore has 
recently started the 
Covid-19 Vaccination 
Programme which 
seeks to protect 
Singaporeans 
against Covid-19. 
Many people are 
fearful of  the side 
effects of  the 
vaccination but when 
I had my vaccination 
in March, I only felt 
tiredness and 
soreness at my 
injection arm. 
In all, we should give 
thanks to God for 
His goodness 
to us!



The book of  Esther tells the 
story of  Esther who, through 

her actions, saved her race. 
Although adopted and 
raised from a very young 

age by her cousin, Mordecai, Esther was 
chosen to be queen. The king's highest 
official was a man named Haman who 
hated Jews, especially Mordecai, 
because he had refused to bow down to 
him. Haman eventually managed to get 
the King to issue a royal decree for the 
Jews to be killed. He also built gallows to 
hang Mordecai. When Mordecai learned 
of  the plot he challenged Esther not to 
think of  herself  only, but of  her race as 
well (Esther 4: 13-14).
Esther could have done 
nothing and continued 
to live a comfortable life 
as a queen. However, 
she was willing to risk 
her own life and 
approach the king 
without his bidding. Her 
one request of  the Jews 

If I Perish, I Perish!

Continue on page 5...Ms Wendy Wong

      Praise ye  
       the Lord, 
           O give thanks unto  
           the Lord, for He is 
         good, for His mercy 
       endureth for ever.

...so will I 
go in unto the 
king, which is 
not according 
to the law: 
and if I perish,
I perish.
Esther 4:16 

Going the Second Mile
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by Titus Lim

Frankincense has a very 
similar use. Both are usually 
combined with herbs like 
cinnamon, and then diluted with 
alcohol to be used either as a 

rubbing oil or to be taken orally. 
These spices are very costly. 
Presenting these costly gifts 
show how much the wise men 
honoured and revered the infant 
Jesus. They were treating him 
as King. Christians ought to 
emulate the wise men’s 
behavior by showing the same 
reverence and respect during 
Sunday worship service as our 
way of  honoring God. 

Objects in the Bible

"..., and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts; 

gold, and frankincense, and myrrh."

These were the gifts the wise men brought when they visited the 
infant Jesus Christ (Matthew 2:11b). Leviticus 2:1,15-16 records 
the use of  frankincense as an accompaniment for the meat 
offering.

Myrrh was an ingredient in 
the holy anointing oil for the 

high priest Aaron and his 
sons (Exodus 30:23, 25-30). In 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, 
myrrh is used to treat 

circulatory problems. 
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GemSTORY  
(Part 1) Nineteen years ago, 
when Jacques 
was only two 
years old, he 
couldn’t really 
walk straight, 
and he kept 
falling down. His 
g r a n d m o t h e r 
advised  his 
parents, Mr and 
Mrs Liao, to take 
Jacques to the 
Pediatrician, who 
would have 
Jacques go to the 
hospital for a CT 
scan. The 
result was a 
c o m p l e t e shock - 
there was a huge tumour 
growing in Jacques’ brain! The 
news was devastating because 
tumours of  such a size in a 
young child were usually 
malignant, and its position near 
the brain stem also made its 
removal very risky. That night, 
Jacques was admitted and Mrs 
Liao accompanied him. 
Sleepless, she kept praying to 

God for forgiveness, somehow 
burdened by the 
thought that this 
could perhaps be 
a punishment for 
some sin. She felt 
that it was quite 
likely that 
Jacques would 
not survive. 
The next morning, 
when her mother 
visited, she 
opened the Bible 

to encourage 
her with 
God’s word. 

The very first 
verse Mrs Liao read 

w a s, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
It turned out that wasn’t the 
verse that her mother had 
intended to share but it was the 
exact verse which she needed 
to hear, and upon reading that, 
she was flooded with relief, and 
the reassurance of  God’s love 
and forgiveness. Let us also 
learn to seek for forgiveness 
from God, that we may obtain 
mercy. 

Your sins 
are forgiven
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Current Issues

LESSON LEARNT…       Published 20 Aug 2018

Today, Benjamin approached me in school and asked 
me about the greeting incident with Katie. Initially, I 
thought he was trying to poke fun at me, so I 
brushed him off. But when he shared how Katie felt 
so awkward whenever she saw me after that day, it 
suddenly dawned upon me that my silly actions had 
hurt my dear friend. Yikes!    I never knew that 
while hugging and kissing are common in other 
cultures, not everyone else can accept this form of 
greeting here. May God help me desire to be pleasing 
to God and not do anything that may bring shame to
Him.

TO TRY OR NOT TO TRY…
Published 2 Aug 2018

Came across a YouTube video today on 
“Asian Versus Western Gestures"! One 
of the scenes caught my attention, 
where a young man and woman greeted 
each other by hugging and air kissing 
on alternating cheeks. SHOOKKK.  
Usually in Asian cultures, greeting people 
would simply involve a wave? HAHA I 
wonder if we’re being too conservative… 
Maybe I should try greeting my 
friends that way. After all, there’s 
no better way to say “I care for you” 
than with a hug and a kiss, right?

ARE YOU NUTS?!
        Published 15 Aug 2018

 See the title of my 
blogpost? Yes, that’s 
my friends’ response 
to me greeting them with a hug 
and air kisses XD I tried it out on 
Katie and Sam, and both were 
equally astonished! Sam actually 
pushed me away asking me if I 
had gone mad. Unfortunately, 
those who witnessed my 
attempt to greet Katie have 
started to think that I’m 

interested in her while 
those that saw my 

attempt to greet Sam 
that way think I’m 

                 interested in men.  

HK
ugs 
isses&

Jerome’s Blogposts

 - cool or liberal?

I beseech you 
therefore, 

brethren, by the 
mercies of God, 
that ye present 
your bodies a 

living sacri�ce, 
holy, acceptable 

unto God, which is 
your reasonable 

service. 
Romans 12:1  I 
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Statements of Faith
STATEMENT 5
Jesus died on the cross. On the third day, 
He came alive (or was resurrected), having 
 conquered death. When Christ comes                   
  again, He will come triumphant and in  
    great power and glory - and we will, like   
        Him, be raised from the dead.

    His resurrection  
     assures us that   
    Satan no longer 
has power over us! 

BURIED
with Christ


RAISED TO A 
NEW LIFE

OLD 
LIFE

was for them to fast and pray. The result of  her action was 
that the Jews were saved and Haman was hung from the very 
gallow he had built for Mordecai. Esther started life with 

nothing and yet she was instrumental in 
saving her race. Similarly, God can use our 

weaknesses to show His power and 'create 
beauty out of  ashes' (Isaiah 61:3).

....If I Perish, I Perish!  (cont’d)

by Mr Jim Yap

R
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E
D

by Mrs Dorcas Tan & Peace Tan

CHRIST BURIED



6

Faith of our Fathers

Born in AD 69, 
Polycarp was a 
disciple of  
Apostle John. 
He became a 
Bishop of  Smyrna 
and was frequently 
asked to settle disputes and 
correct false teachings such 
as Gnosticism, which 
believed that God was not 
the Creator of  the world.
At that time, the early 
church was persecuted 
by the Roman Empire. 
Christians had to deny 
their faith or be killed. 
As a leader of  the 
Christians, Roman 
officials were intent 
on arresting Polycarp. 
However, Polycarp did 
not flee. He said, “God’s 
will be done”, and 
offered his captors 
food and drink. He 
had one request 
before being taken away: o n e 
hour to pray. The Roman 
officials gave him the option to 
deny Christ or be burnt. 

Polycarp refused, saying, 
“For 86 years I have 

served Him, and He has 
done me no wrong, how 

can I blaspheme my King 
who saved me?” 

According to tradition, 
the fire did not burn 

his body. Eventually, 
he was stabbed 

to death.
Polycarp’s walk 
with Christ was 

characterized 
by humble 

acceptance of  
God’s will and 

an unshakeable 
commitment to 

Christ even in the face 
of  death. His full obedience to 
Christ is a powerful testimony 
and example to us today.

Polycarp

by Ms Michelle Tan

For 86 years 
I have served Him, and 

He has done me no wrong, 
how can I blaspheme my 

King who saved me?
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Seeing God in nature around us
MATHEMATICS in God’s Crea�on

O the depth 
of the riches 
both of the 
wisdom and 
knowledge 

of God! 
how 

unsearchable 
are His 

judgments, 
and His ways 
past �nding 

out!
Romans 11: 33

In the temple that Solomon built, a circular 
structure is described as having a diameter of  ten 
cubits and a circumference of  thirty cubits (I Kings 

7: 23). When that circumference is divided by the diameter, the 
answer is ’3’ - an integer approximation of  π (‘pi’). 

π is the CONSTANT obtained when the 
circumference C of  a circle is divided by 
its diameter D, regardless of  the size of  
the circle. The approximate value of  π is 
3.14159265…, with infinitely more digits to follow. 

π= _CD
We do not know how  
order can come out of  
chaos, but we know 
that only God can 
create order out of  
chaos. During 
creation, God laid 
down mathematical 
truths to govern and 
preserve the order of  
our universe. The 
simple example of  π 
shows us that the 
wisdom of  God is 
infinite and His truths 
beyond what our finite 
minds can fully 
c o m p r e h e n d .

 
π

π

 = − + − + 
 

 = + + + + 
 

K

K2 2 2

1 1 14 1
3 5 7

1 1 16 1
2 3 4

where ‘K’ means adding 
without ever stopping.

Although π does not 
exhibit any regular 

pattern in its decimal 
expansion, it crops up 
in many unexpected 

places involving 
regular patterns 

such as: 

D

C

THEBible&π
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Choices

WISE
FOOLISH                     My son, give 

                       me thine heart,     
                         and let 
thine eyes observe 
my ways. Proverbs 23:26 

HAMAN    MORDECAI    ESTHER    JEWS    QUEEN    GALLOWS    PRAY    FAST

Circle the words from the list below.If I Perish, 
I Perish!

I am known as the wisest King 
in the Bible. Because of  my love 
for strange women, I have 700 
wives and 300 concubines. My 
wives come from diverse    
              backgrounds and

 worshipped 
                                      pagan idols.

To please them, I built temples 
for their pagan religions and 
tolerate their practices, 
sometimes even joining them in 
their worship.
Did I do the right thing? Find out 
more from 1 Kings 11: 1-13.



  

S W E R T Y U I P O 

F H A M A N H J R K 

D S A O Z X C V A B 

U G I R K Q L M Y N 

T A R D E D U V J X 

S L V E S T H E R S 

H L D C E F W A E Q 

U O Y A T S A D Q N 

H W R I F D S S A P 

D S T P U O L L T G 


