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Truly Set Free!

Truly Set Free!  Luke 8:26-39

THE STORY in Luke 8 begins with 
Christ arriving in the country of  the 
Gadarenes. As Christ disembarked from 
the boat, he was met with a man 
possessed by demons. This man had 
been living among the tombs and was 
often found running around naked. Christ 
commanded the demons to come out of  the 
man and allowed them to enter a 
herd of  pigs feeding nearby. 
Straightaway, the demon-possessed 
pigs ran off  the cliff  and into the sea. 
The man, being restored, began to 
worship at the feet of  Jesus. 
Instead of  rejoicing, the people 
were afraid and immediately requested that 
Christ leave their land. Before leaving, 
Jesus commanded the man to go 
back to his family and tell them of  
the great things God had done for 
him. The man not only did that but 
also told the whole city 

Continued on page 3...

G A D A R E N E S Y
L A V E K D R F C I
A L L O U R F O O D
C S C I S I O R E E
E V A E L O U P U T
D R A C P E P P E R
H O M E R I E U A A
C A T C H I R B T C

A U M S A E F L A T

E B R I N T E I R E
B O A N R G C S C D
W K I C I L T H O E
E D L O O P A E O S
D E N O U N C D K Y

1. Where did Jesus heal the demon-    
    possessed man?
2. What was the name of the demon?
3. What did the man do after Jesus

cast out the demon from him?
4. Name the sea where the pigs were

drowned.
5. What did the fearful people tell

Jesus to do?
6. Jesus is the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ for

our sins
7. The man _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _to the

whole city what great things
Jesus had done for him.

S p a rro w s 
refer to the 

general name for small agile 
songbirds that perch. They are 
found all over the world except  
Antarctica. There are many 
kinds of  sparrows but they are 
all drab, brown and plump. Their 
stubby, powerful beaks and 
bones in their tongues help 
them eat seeds. However, they 

also feed on insects. 
While usually solitary, they also 
come together in flocks with 
different kinds of  birds.   
In mentioning sparrows, Jesus 
was pointing out that, while our 
Heavenly Father cares for all His 
creation, we are more than special 
to Him. How wonderful is 
His great love for us! 
But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are 
of more value than many sparrows.
Matthew 10:30,31.

Tiny 
Sparrow

Every 
Good Friday, 

we commemorate 
our Lord Jesus' 

death for us, 
His resurrection 

and 
His Second 

Coming.

Letter Bank Hunt!  

Luke 8:26-39

Find the answers to the following questions in the letter bank and circle them. 

Continued on page 2...

Surely 
He hath 
borne 

our griefs,... 
and with 

His stripes 
we are 
healed.

Isaiah 53:4,5

Lessons from Nature

by Mr Aaron Chew

Miracles
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Jesus taught two parables about two 
different plants. 
In John 15, he used the grapevine to 
describe the relationship between God 
the Father, Christ himself, and His 
followers – The grapevine is Christ 
himself, looked after by the 
husbandman, God the Father. His 
followers are the branches. 
In Matthew 21:19, we are told of  a fig 
tree which does not bear any fruit, even 
though it has many leaves. 

The branches of  a vine may seem to be unconnected with each 
other. However, each one must be connected to the central stem or 
die. In the same way, we are one body in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12). 
Christ, the true vine, is the source of  life, strength and fruit. As long 
as we get our strength from Christ, we will experience genuine 
growth and bear the fruit of  the Spirit.
In contrast, the fig tree stands by itself, 
appearing healthy and fruitful but actually 
barren. We cannot be fruitful and please God if  
we do things by our own strength (Romans 8:8). 
Without Christ, we are most miserable 
and barren (John 14:6).
We can only be fruitful if  we want what Christ 
wants, love what He loves, and hate what He 
hates. A person can do lots of  good works, but 
if  they are done outside of  Christ, they are 
useless. May God grant us His grace to bear 
fruit worthy of  His name and glory!  

My name means 
“Yahweh (the Lord) 
is salvation”.  I was 
born in the 8th 
century BC into the 
royal family of  Israel 
- King Amaziah was 
my uncle. I was 
married to a 
prophetess and 
had two sons.   
God first led me to 
use the expansion 
of  the Assyrian empire to warn 
His people of  their 
godlessness. This was the year 
when King Uzziah was afflicted 
with leprosy. I continued 
receiving visions from God 
during the reigns of  kings 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. I 
preached justice and charity at 
a time when the morals of  the 
people had reached a new low 

and when idolatry 
seemed to be taking 
hold in the land of  
Judah. Other 
prophets during 
that time were 
Amos, Hosea and 
M i c a h . 
I witnessed one of  
the most unstable 
periods in 
Jerusalem's history. 
B e s i d e s 

admonishing the people to keep 
them on the right path, I tried to 
instill fervent faith in God. This 
gave them courage at a time 
when they were terrified of  the 
expanding Assyrian Empire.
I was not afraid to speak up for 
the common folks, against the 
corruption that they faced. 
However, King Manasseh (the 
son of  Hezekiah) accused me 
of  being a false prophet and 
ordered me to be killed.
Even though my writings read 
like poems, they tend to be 
depressing, for I dealt with 
man’s sinfulness and lack of  
faith in God, as well as man’s 
hypocrisy and idolatry. 

Comparisons Prophets

Isaiah
by Mrs Joyce Pang

by Mr Lim Chin Heng

       The 
    Fruitful 
       Vine 

versus the 
Barren Fig Tree

! !
Ah 

sinful 
nation

Desolation!

Woe! 
Woe!

! !

! !
salvation
! !

I am the vine, 
ye are the 
branches: 

He that abideth 
in Me, 

and I in him, 
the same 

bringeth forth 
much fruit: 

for without Me 
ye can do 
nothing. 
John 15:5  

O Assyrian, the rod of mine  
anger, and the staff in their   

                                  hand is       
                                    mine                             
                                 indignation. 

                                  Isaiah 10:5  
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Seeing God in nature around usThis verse is one of  the most well-known 
verses in the Bible. It contains everything a 

man needs to know about his 
salvation. But what does the 
phrase, “ For God so loved the 
world” mean? God is the creator of  

everything that exists. He is also holy and 
cannot tolerate sin. Yet God loves His 
creation that did not and still does not 
deserve His great love. This love was so great 
that He gave His only begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ to die for the sins of  the world. 
I am a great sinner. When I came to know the 
Lord Jesus years back, I could not 
comprehend  how one could die for someone 
who didn’t deserve it. But I found great joy 

and comfort in knowing God loves me and has set me free from the 
bondage of  sins. Turn to the Lord Jesus Christ. Make Him your 
personal Saviour today! Be saved, blessed and comforted.

Have you ever 
wondered how 
fishes in lakes 
survive the 
winter season?
Normally, a 
substance in 
the solid state 
will have a 
higher density (and be heavier) 
than the same substance in the 
liquid state because there will 
be more particles of  that 
substance occupying the same 
volume. However, water does 
not follow this pattern. A special 

interaction takes place 
between water molecules that 
makes its solid state (ice) less 

dense (and 
lighter) than its 
liquid state 
( w a t e r )
During winter, 
the water on 
the surface of  
water bodies 
starts to 

freeze. As ice is less dense than 
water, it floats on the surface 
instead of  sinking. The ice 
formed on the surface acts as a 
barrier between the cool air 
above and the water below. 
This prevents the water 
beneath from freezing up and 
allows aquatic creatures to 
survive in winter. Indeed, it is 
amazing how God takes care of  
His creation.

Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither do they 

reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father 

feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they?

Matthew 6:26 

SOLID    LIQUID    GAS

FOR
God
so loved

the world, that He gave
His only begottenSon 

THAT
whosoever 
believeth 
in Him 
should 
NOT
perish
but have 

everlasting 

LIFE
John 3:16 

CHEMISTRY

For sinful 
me?

Seven Sayings on the Cross

Father, forgive them; (Luke 23:34)       
   We must learn to forgive others like Jesus.  

Today shalt thou be with me in 
   paradise. (v43)  
   We must consider where we want to go 
    after death. 

Father, into thy hands I 
   commend my spirit: (v46)
    We must trust God and let Him take 
   control of our lives.

Woman, behold thy son! 
   Behold thy mother! (John19:26,27)
   We should show filial piety.  

I thirst. (v28)
   Our Lord understands our needs as He 
    is both God and man.

It is finished: (v30) 
   The work on the cross is complete and  
    we do not need to add on anything.

My God, my God, why hast 
   thou forsaken me? (Mark 15:34) 
   We should be grateful for the great price 

that our Lord has paid for us on 
the cross.

Here are the seven sayings of our Lord Jesus on the cross and some 
ways we can apply them to ourselves.

Ms Wendy Wong

.

by Mr Eugene Hui

by Mr Palsamy
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by Cheak Hui Leng

If  Deacon Ong 

were a 

gemstone, he 

would probably come in a 

heart-shaped cut because of  

the generosity of  his heart. 

Having known poverty as a 

child, Deacon Ong understands 

the plight of  those who are in 

need. It is because of  his faith in 

God that he often does what he 

can to lift the burdens of  others. 

He trusts that God will provide 

for his family’s needs, so he 

would rather exercise faith 

through acts of  love by giving 

sacrificially to the needy. He 

believes that the verses in 

Proverbs  30:8-9 is a reminder 

for believers to avoid hoarding 

riches for themselves. “Remove 
far from me vanity and lies: give me 
neither poverty nor riches; feed me 
with food convenient for me: Lest I 
be full, and deny thee, and say, 
Who is the Lord? or lest I be poor, 
and steal, and take the name of my 
God in vain”. 
He also sets aside time for  

preaching engagements at JSM 

Malaysia. Despite his busy work 

schedule, Deacon Ong makes 

sure he spends quality time with 

his loved ones - to build bonds 

of  trust and love.

May we learn to give of  

ourselves to the Lord and others 

around us, out of  a heart of  love!

Gemof the  
month

   

 

 

....Truly Set Free! (cont’d)

Story of Missionaries

what Jesus had done for him. 
You may wonder why the pigs had to die 
because of  that man. Yet the greater marvel is 
that Jesus Christ saved a demon possessed 
man, and that He died for all of  us to save us 
from our sins. More importantly, we must take 
note of  our response to him - that we do not 
ask Him to leave our lives, but instead, worship 
Him and tell others of  the great things He has 
done for us.   

Go home 
to thy friends, 
and tell them 

how great things 
the Lord 

hath done 
for thee, and hath 
had compassion 

on thee. 
Mark 5:19

.....It is not God who 
does not call. It is man 
who will not respond!

Isobel Miller was 
raised in a Christian family 
but stopped going to church 
when she started doubting 
Biblical Creation. Eventually 
she became depressed and 
thought of  killing herself. Fear 
that her father would think she 
had gone to hell stopped her. 
That night, Isobel asked God to 
prove Himself  real by giving her 
peace. In return she promised 
to give her life to Him. God 
answered her prayer.
Isobel was touched when she 
listened to J.O. Fraser’s plea for 
missionaries to the Lisu people 
of  China who had never heard 
the gospel. At the Moody Bible 

Institute, she 
met her future 

husband 
John Kuhn.
 The Kuhns 
taught and 
trained the 

Lisu people 
in the gospel.

 At 50 
years old, 

Isobel asked 
God if  she 

should 
continue 

to work among the Lisu people 
living in Thailand as it would 
require her to learn a new 
language and culture. She was 
tired and wanted to rest. She 
felt God gently respond, 
“Isobel, do you really choose 
ease?” That was enough to get 
her back to the Lisu, where she 
continued serving God until her 
death.
May we learn from Isobel 
Kuhn’s persistence in 
witnessing for Christ and 
persevering despite facing 
many obstacles along the way. 

Isobel Miller 
Kuhn  
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