Lessons from Nature

Caring Geese

Geese help
and care for
each other.
Scientists
h a v e
discovered that when one
goose becomes ill, is shot or
injured, and drops out of the
formation, two other geese will
fall out of formation and remain
with the weakened goose. They
will stay with and protect the

injured goose from predators
until it is able to fly again or
dies.
Similarly, teams work best when
the individuals do more than work
together, and care for the well
being of team members. Let us all
learn this lesson from the geese.
Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
James 1:27

Calming the Storm
Jesus is
calming the
storm while the
unbelieving
disciples fear,
but this picture
doesn’t seem
quite right!
Can you find 5
items that
shouldn’t be
present in this
picture?
https://i.pinimg.com/564x/d3/ba/8e/d3ba8eaa07014768d9d98a60e310a264.jpg
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Promised Crown
I often see this slogan
'Chasing your Dreams'.
Sportsmen pursue
their dreams and are
rewarded with medals
and temporary fame.
Students pursue their
dreams and are
rewarded, sometimes,
with good results. We
thank God that as
Christians, we do not
need to chase dreams.
What God has
promised are a
heavenly home if we
confess and believe in
Christ (Romans 10:9)
and a Crown of Life if
we continually love
Him (James 1:12). So
let us continue to shine
and do the
things that
please our
Lord in the
coming 2018.
Have a God-blessed
New Year!
Ms Wendy Wong
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Miracles

Calming the Storm

by Mr Ivan Yong

The gospels of
Matthew, Mark
and Luke tell the
story of Jesus
calming
the
storm.
Jesus
had
been
teaching near
the Sea of Galilee. Exhausted from
speaking to the crowds, He decided to take
a boat with the apostles to the opposite
shore to rest. Soon after they sailed, Jesus
fell asleep and a storm arose. Christ’s need
for rest and time away from crowds shows
he was truly human. Because He
understands our needs, He can intercede
for us with God the Father (Hebrews 2:17).
The storm was so bad, even the
experienced fishermen manning the boat
feared they would die. However, Jesus was
in a deep sleep, untroubled by the
surrounding storm. The Bible says the sleep
of a believer will be sweet and peaceful
because he knows the Lord is with him
Continued on page 3...
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Comparisons

Luke 21:1-4

men, though they
There are several
The
seemed to give a
differences between
lot, gave “out of
the widow and the
and
the
their abundance”,
rich men. The first is
what they could
their social status.
afford to spare.
The poor widow
by
Mr
Jeremiah
Ong
What
is
our
was of low social
attitude
when
standing while the
we give to God?
rich men were
We must not give
among the top.
because
we
A n o t h e r
e x p e c t
difference is the
something
in
amount they gave.
return. Rather
A third difference
we ought to give
is in their attitude
and thoughts as they gave. This because it is our duty to do so
can be seen only by the Lord and because we are grateful for
who knows what is in the heart what He has done for us. Giving
to God is also not truly giving if
of men.
there is no sacrifice on our part.
Although the widow
Sacrifice is an act of faith
gave little, she gave
that
God
will
all that she had.
accept our giving
She trusted that
and that we must
God
would
depend on him for
provide - that
all
our
needs.
even though she
Money is not the only
had nothing left
thing we can give God.
after giving all to God,
We can also give our
she would still be
time by praying for
clothed, fed and have
others and serving Him.
shelter. In contrast, the rich
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Prophets
Elijah

God called me to
call fire down from
speak to Ahab, king
heaven. Throughout
of Israel, because
the
day,
the
the Tishbite
he made Israel
prophets
of
Baal
by Mr Kenneth Cheong
worship Baal. As
tried their best but
God directed, I
nothing happened.
prayed for no rain.
At sunset, I called
God led me to the
Israel to gather.
brook
Cherith
After repairing the
which gave me
altar and preparing
water while ravens
the sacrifice, I dug a
fed me. After the
trench around the
brook dried up, God led me to a altar and poured water over
widow from Sidon who fed me both the sacrifice and wood
for many days. When her son fell until the trench was full. As I
ill and died, God heard my called on the name of the LORD,
prayer and restored him to life. He sent fire from heaven and
After three and a half years, burnt everything. When Israel
God told me to call for rain saw the fire, they fell down and
again, to show Israel that the worshipped God. Then I prayed
LORD had not forsaken them. to the LORD on Mount Carmel,
On Mount Carmel, before all the and He sent heavy showers.
people and King Ahab, I Know therefore that there is
challenged Baal’s prophets to only one true, living God,
Jehovah (Deut
4:35) who
controls the elements (Acts 14:
17, James 5: 17).
All other gods are idols, the
work of man’s hands (Ps 115: 4).
We should worship and serve
only God (Exo 20:3, Matt 4: 10)
who hears the prayer of His
servants
(James
5:16-18).
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The scriptures teach that as we such as copying others, or
live our lives, we are to do bringing scrap paper with notes
everything to the glory of God. scribbled on them to exams.
my
conscience
was
This verse suggests that it is But
possible to live a life which does pricked. I realized that I would
not glorify God by cheating. No,
not glorify God.
How are we to glorify God in our I would be dishonoring Him.
lives? When we eat, drink, Worse still, if I were caught, my
study or play, are we aware that testimony in the class would be
all things come from Him? ruined. Thank God for teaching
Do we thank God, even when me that it was doing my best for
things do not go the way we Him that mattered, not the
want? When we go to school or grade.
work, who are we doing it for? God formed us in our mother’s
womb (Ps. 22:9-10),
For ourselves, or for God?
He made us (Ps.
Back when I was still
100:3), therefore let
studying,
there
was
Whether
us glorify Him
always the pressure to
therefore
who gives
perform. I thought
ye eat, or drink, or us rain in
that if I did well,
then I would
whatsoever ye do, due season
(Deu.11:14),
glorify God. So
do all to the
and who
my mind thought
glory
of
God.
will
not
of ways to ‘do well’
1 Corinthians10:31
withhold
any good from
us (Ps.84:11).

.

by Mrs Rose Cheong
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Seeing God in nature around us
BIOLOGY

Image taken from http://bscb.org/learning-resources/softcell-e-learning/cytoskeleton-the-movers-and-shapers-in-the-cell/)

Image Legend

Red: boundary of each cell;
Green: the “roads and expressways” in the cell;
Blue: the control centre of the cell (the “vehicles and people”

are too small to be viewed individually under the microscope)

Cells
I will
praise thee;
for I am
fearfully and
wonderfully
made:
marvellous
are thy works;
and that
my soul knoweth
right well.
Psalm 139:14

Our human body is one of the
most complex that God has
created. It is made up of
millions of cells and tissues that
all work together harmoniously.
What is it like inside these tiny
cells?

Imagine looking down on a city
from an aeroplane. You see
roads and expressways, crisscrossing the city, with all sorts
of vehicles moving on them.
That is what it is like!
God
has
created
every
individual cell in our body.
These brain cells, blood cells or
heart cells are all uniquely
different, yet they do their own
parts well to ensure that the
body is healthy. All the
processes that take place in
them (the traffic) are controlled
by God. Although the cells are
so complicated, He ensures
that there are few traffic jams or
accidents. If God can be the
creator and traffic controller of
these little cells, how much
more will He take care of us. We
are truly His creation, created
to praise and glorify His name.

by Ms Chan Shu Ning
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Story of Missionaries
containing four times
as much money
Jesus is our strength,
and what we cannot do or bear,
as he had given.
He can both do and
He learnt that as
bear in us.
he cared for
others in Christ's
name, he could always
trust God's provision!
When Taylor arrived in
China, he reached out
to the poorest people.
Hudson Taylor
His mission served
was born to a couple who
the people's
dedicated him to serve God in
physical, medical, and
China. When he was 18, he felt spiritual needs. He continued to
his calling and began preparing pray over the years, for more
earnestly. He spent the next few missionaries to come and
years studying medicine and serve. Taylor ministered in
Mandarin, immersing himself China for 51 years, and
even deeper in the Bible and eventually reached out to all the
prayer.
provinces in China. The China
Before Taylor went to China, he Inland Mission continues to this
met a sick woman. Even as he day under the name Overseas
asked the Lord to heal, he knew Missionary
Fellowship.
he should give his last coin to Like
Taylor,
we
should
her so that she could get food. consistently pray, trust and
Could he trust God to take care seek God at all times, and have
of his needs? Eventually, he faith that He will lead the way.
handed the coin over. The next
by Grace Ee
day, he received an envelope

耶
稣
爱
你
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Gem
month

of the

The late Madam
Cheong used to
play
mahjong
and buy lottery occasionally,
as well as complain about
other people. However, after
she accepted the Lord, she
eventually stopped gambling,
and also served God in her
capacity. She would also cook
and contribute dishes for
various fellowship meetings
of the Chinese service. She
was always cheerful and
often gave thanks to God.

Whenever she heard that
others were unwell, she
would try to visit them even
though she wasn’t very
mobile herself. She was a
simple lady but with whatever
talents she had, she served
the Lord. May we learn from
this gem to serve God with
whatever talents or abilities
we are given, so that we can
look forward to the Lord’s
commendation “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a
few things, I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou into
the joy of thy lord.” (Matthew
25:21)

....Calming the Storm (cont’d)

(Proverbs 3:24). When Jesus awoke, He rebuked the
disciples for their lack of faith. Similarly, when we
face sickness, broken friendships, poor results or
even death (1 Corinthians 15:55), do we trust in
Christ? God has never promised us a storm-free
life. However, He has promised that He will never
leave us alone in the midst of trouble (Deuteronomy
31:8). This passage also reveals Jesus’ deity: one
quick word from Him and the sea became calm.
What great comfort this is to the Christian. Faith in
Christ is never misplaced. If He can calm the
storms of the sea with one word, He can calm the
storms of life as well.

And the
LORD, He it
is that doth
go before
thee; He will
be with thee,
He will not
fail thee,
neither
forsake thee:
Deuteronomy 31:8
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