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Be Thankful

In this parable, Jesus

describes God’s kingdom as being 

like  yeast. Bakers use yeast to make 

bread that is soft and fluffy. Here are three 

lessons to learn from the parable:

a) Only a little bit of  yeast is used. In the same

way, the kingdom of  God started with only

twelve men in Galilee, but now has spread

throughout the world.

b) Yeast works from within the

dough, making it rise. When God

changes the hearts of  men, that internal

change affects others too. Christians within a

culture act like ambassadors of  change, slowly

converting that culture from the inside.

c) Yeast works silently until all parts of  the

dough are affected. When we accept Christ as

our Saviour, His grace changes our hearts and

transforms our lives so that we become more

like Him (2 Corinthians 3: 18).
The kingdom of  heaven is spiritual, existing

within the hearts of  believers. God can shape

and teach us, and help us grow holier, wiser in

everything spiritual, and more like Him.

The Leaven 
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Matthew 13:33

Thank God for 
another year of  
service. I would also 
like to thank all who 
have contributed to 
Bright Gems for
your labour of  love.
Let us continue to 
encourage our 
children to be 
strong in the Lord, 
draw near to Him 
and learn from His 
Word, for “He giveth 
wisdom unto the wise, 
and knowledge to 
them that know 
understanding” 
Dan 2:21b.
May we always be 
thankful to our 
pastors, teachers, 
parents, 
grandparents and 
elders for their care 
and concern as they 
guide us through 
this life on earth.

Mystery Word
__  __  __  __  __  __

1           2          3          4           5           6

What do 
p a p a y a s , 
cucumbers, 
honeydews, 

bittergourds & watermelons 
have in common?  They are all 
different varieties of  the same 
melon family! Colorful, juicy and 
nutritious, melons are among 
the world's healthiest foods.  
Rich in fiber, niacin, vitamin B6, 
folate, vitamin A, vitamin C, and 
potassium, the melons' high 
water content makes them 
excellent thirst quenchers. Even 
the seeds have medicinal 
properties and are commonly 

dried, roasted or pressed to 
make oil. Ancient Egyptians  
likely cultivated the 
watermelons, muskmelons and 
chate melons - given the large 
number of  melon seeds found in 
King Tutankhamen's tomb.  
The Israelites who were used to 
the Egyptian diet of  bread, fish 
and vegetables, complained 
when they were wandering in 
the desert: “We remember the 
fish, which we did eat in Egypt 
freely; the cucumbers, and the 
melons, and the leeks, and the 
onions, and the garlick:” Numbers 
11:5. Let us thank God for His 
bountiful blessings of  fruits & 
vegetables! 

Melons

Write the opposite of each word.  
Place the numbered letters in the spaces below to spell out the mystery word .

Food for Thought

by Shermyn Leong

Parables

Ms Wendy Wong
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In Jesus’ teaching, 
He compared our 
earthly fathers with 
our heavenly Father. 
Earthly father: Our 
fathers have limited 
resources. We may 
have experienced 
disappointments but our 
fathers are not mean 
to us. They love to give 
us good food, nice 
clothing, interesting 
toys and even 
expensive tuition 
lessons. I believe we 
have many touching 
stories about our 
fathers’ sacrifices for 
us.
Heavenly Father: Our 
Heavenly Father has 

unlimited 
resources and is 

omnipotent. If  most  earthly 
fathers are willing to 

give their children the 
best things they could 

afford, then our Heavenly 
Father would be even more 

generous in blessing His 
children with good 
things. If  we know the 
Lord will bless us with 
good things, then we 
should pray with 
confidence and faith. 
As a happy child gives 
the father great joy, our 
prayers and praises 
bring glory to our 
heavenly Father. Our 
Lord is waiting for us to 
put our trust in Him. 

We have to be 
careful with the 
choice of  our 
friends. Bad 
friends may lead 
us astray and ruin 
our lives (Proverbs 
1 : 10-19). 
Others may 
stick around only 
when  the friendship benefits 
them.True friends can be 
trusted  and they stay with 
you through 
both good and 
bad times 
(Proverbs 17: 
17). They don’t 
judge you 
unfairly, give 
you the benefit 
of  the doubt 
and tell you 
lovingly 
when you 
are wrong. 
It is better to 
have one 
good and 

loyal friend than 
hundreds of

acquaintances. 
Instead of  

wishing you could 
find a true 

friend, seek 
to become 
one. There 

are many 
people who 

need your 
friendship. Ask 

God to reveal 
them to you 

and then take 
on the challenge 

to become the 
true friend the 

Bible encourages  
(Proverbs 17:17).

Our Lord Jesus Christ is a 
true friend to sinners. He 

came into the world 
to save sinners.

He laid down His life for 
them. His love never 

changes. (Malachi 3:6)

Matthew 7:8-11Devotion Lessons from Proverbs

Two Fathers

Verily verily....

True Friendship

  A friend 
loveth 

at all times, 
and 

a brother 
is born 

for 
adversity.
Proverbs 17:17

Daddy, can 
you buy me 
a bike 
please?

If ye then, 
being evil, 

know how to give 
good gifts unto 
your children, 

how much more 
shall your Father 

which is in 
heaven give good 

things to them 
that ask him? 

Matthew 7:11  

by Rev Matthew Yong
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Thanking God would 
probably not be 
something people do 
naturally. Out of  the ten 
lepers that Jesus healed, 
only one returned to thank 
God. As for the Israelites who 
were delivered out of  Egypt, we 
are told that they were filled with a 
grumbling spirit. 
Unbelievers will not thank God, for 
it is in their nature to credit 
everything to themselves. Paul 
speaks of  such people in Romans 
1:21: “Because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful”. But 
Christians should always give 

thanks to God, for good or 
for bad. As Christians, 
we realise that we are 

sinners deserving of  
only judgement, 

therefore whatever 
goodness we experience are 
God's blessings. When facing 
troubles, we are comforted that all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God (Romans 8:28). 
Paul and Silas serve as good 
examples, for they were able to 
pray and sing hymns to God even 
in prison. Their response to trouble 
reflects the state of  their 
relationship with God.

   Giving 
Thanks

by Rev Tan Poh Tek

summarized by Mr Ng Paul Seen

Children @ Family Camp 2016

Geese are waterfowl. 
During Autumn, 
thousands of  geese fly 
from Canada to United 
States to escape the 
wintry cold. When in flight, they 
form a V-shape pattern, with one  
goose in the centre lead and the 
rest trailing behind in two close 
lines. By flying in a V-formation, 
scientists estimate that the flock 
can fly about 70% further than if  
each goose flies alone.  With 
teamwork, they also reach their 
destinations faster with less 
energy expended.

Likewise, when people with 
shared values work together, 
they are energized to achieve 
their goals more quickly.  In 
Christianity there is one 
body with many different 

functions. Never think that there is 
no task for us within the body of 
Christ. God gives us different 
abilities - like preaching, singing, 
giving.  We must use our gifts to 
love, encourage others and 
advance His kingdom.  

Skein of Geese

Parable of LEAVEN Matthew 13:33

            Clues

          DOWN
            1.  _________ is used to make bread                 
                 soft and fluffy.
             2. God’s kingdom started with a small   
                 group of  __________________.

ACROSS
3. God changes a person from the _________.
4. The ________ _________ changes our life.
5. We can become more like ____________ if 
    we read and obey God’s Word.

 

1

2

3

5

4

Solve the crossword puzzle.

For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are 
one body: so also is Christ.      1Corinthians 12:12  

Lessons from Nature
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Story of Missionaries
William Carey 
was a British 
missionary to 
India during the 
early 18th century. 
Although he was 
born into a 
Christian family, 
the young Carey 
was mischievous 
and did not have 
any desire for the 
things of  God. However, God, in 
His perfect timing, saved him 
and used him for His service. 
Today he is often considered 
the father of  modern missions, 
being the first of  God’s servants 
to prepare, plan and reach out 
to the parts of  the world that did 
not know the gospel. Other 
achievements  included 
translating the New Testament 
into over 30 new languages, the 
eventual banning of  evil 
practices such as widow 
burning and child sacrifice, as 
well as bringing education to 
the poor. Most importantly, his 
mission brought thousands to 
Christ during his time and led to 
the spread of  the gospel in the 

South Asia 
r e g i o n . 
His service was 
not without its 
trials as he 
s u f f e r e d 
n u m e r o u s 
illnesses that 
brought him to 
the brink of  
death. His wife 
also became 

insane early in their time in 
India. Yet through it all William 
Carey trusted in God, as he 
‘expected great things from 
God, and attempted great 
things for God’.     
Would you like God to use your 
life for His great purpose? You 
must start off  then by putting 
your trust in Christ as your 
personal Savior. Having done 
so, obey what God says in the 
Bible, be a good testimony for 
Christ, and share with your 
friends how Jesus died for your 
sins. You never know -  by God’s 
mercy and His grace, He might 
just use you for something 
marvelous and great! 

Expect great 
things from 

God. Attempt 
great things 

for God.

by Mr Aaron Chew

Gemof the  
month

   

 

 

How Do You Start Each Day?

                      Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego:
              We will not 
   bow down to any 
         image but will 
         serve the Lord

Jeremiah:
The Lord 

has plans to 
prosper me and not 
to harm or fail me

INDIA
Rev. Koh’s 
grandparents 
were converts 
of  Dr. John 
Sung, and they passed their 
love for the Lord to Rev. Koh. 
In the 1970s, he joined JSM- 
which he came to know about 
through a student missionary 
who conducted Bible study in 
his school. The call to service 
came to his mind every now 
and then, but he would brush 
it off. He served actively in 
various ministries, but he 
didn’t commit to serving the 
Lord full-time even when 
many of  his peers decided to 

serve God full-time during a 
camp. Years passed but he 
continued to pursue his own 
plans. Eventually, he took a 
step closer to serving more 
by serving in the Mainland 
Chinese ministry. Finally, 
during his devotions one 
night, God’s reassuring word 
from Isaiah 41:9-13 
convinced and encouraged 
him to consecrate his life to 
the Lord. Since then, he has 
faced challenges and 
difficulties as a result of  his 
obedience to serve. 
Nonetheless, each of  these 
challenges turned into 
opportunities for Rev. Koh to 
see the faithfulness and 
goodness of  God towards 
him.




